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When a new planet swims into his ken;
Or like stout Cortez when with eagle eyes
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He stared at the Pacific —and all his men
look’d at each other with a wild surmise-
Silent, upon a peak in Darien.
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What man has bent o’er his son’s sleep to brood,
How that face shall watch his when cold it lies?-

Or thought, at his own mother kissed his eyes,
Of what her kiss was, when his father wooed?
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Just when we’re safest, there’s a sunset-touch,

A fancy from a flower-bell, some one's death,
A chorus-ending from Euripides.
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It snowed from the north;
rime bound the fields;

hail fell on earth,
the coldest of seeds.
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It snowed from the north;

rime bound the fields;

hail fell on earth,
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But I shall not grow too old to see enormous nigth arise,

A cloud that is larger than the world
And a monster of eyes.
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The woods are lovely, dark, and deep,
But I have promises to keep,

And miles to go before I sleep,

And miles to go before [ sleep.
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Our lives are rivers, gliding free
To that unfathomed, boundless sea,
The silent grave!

Thither all earthly pomp and boast
Roll, to be swallowed up and lost
In one dark wave.
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Oweér sint verswunden
Ist mir min leben getroumet,
Daz ich ie wande ez waere.

Walter von der Vogelweide, Gedichte: Mittelhochdeutscher text und
uberiragung, ed. Peter Wapnewski, Fischer, Frankfurt, 1982, P. 108.
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Dreaming when dawn's left hand was in the sky
I heard a voice within the tavery cry:

«Awake my little ones, and fill the cup
Before life's liquor in its cup be dry».
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The mortal moon hath her eclipse endured,
And the sad augurs mock their own presage;

Incertainties now crown themselves assured,
And peace proclaims olives of endless age.
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Peregrina paloma imaginaria

Que enardeces los ultimos amores,
Alma de luz, de misica, de flores,
Peregrina paloma imaginaria.
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Love, that had robbed us of immortal things,
This little movement mercifully gave,

Where I have seen across the twilight wave

The swan sail with her young beneath her wings.
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This is not what we formerly were told.
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Under the wild and starry sky
Dig the grave and let me lie.
Glad did I live and gladly die,
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And 1 laid me down with a will.

This be the verse you ‘grave for me:
«Here he lies where he longed to be;
Home is the sailor, home from the sea,
And the hunter home from the hill»
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Weave a circle round him thrice,
And close your eyes with holy dread,
For he on honey-dew hath fed,

And drunk the milk of Paradise.
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Thou wast not born for death, immortal Bird!

No hungry generations tread thee down;

The voice | hear this passing night was heard

In ancient days by emperor and clown;

Perhaps the self-same song that found a path
Through the sad heart of Ruth, when, sick for home,

She stood in tears amid the alien com.
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